DAVE’S NEPAL to BHUTAN ADVENTURE 2010  
Royal Enfields will take you to see this majestic, rarely-visited Himalayan Kingdom

Region: 

Nepal / India / Bhutan

Duration: 

17 days / 16 nights  Journey
                 
Best season: 

March, April, May                  

                        Highest elevation: 
4,000 meters.
This trip is leaving Perth 30th March 2010 arrives back home 17th April 2010
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                         Daves last dream journey Nepal to Tibet 2006.
This adventure’s Itinerary:

Day 01:

Arrive Kathmandu
Upon arrival in Tribhuwan International airport in Kathmandu you are met by your tour leader and transferred to the hotel. At the hotel lobby there will be a short briefing about the tour whilst  having welcome drinks. Later the guests can retire to the allocated rooms for much deserved shower and rest. In the evening we are taken to one of the finest Nepali Restaurants where you are treated to a complimentary Nepali meal. (Drinks not Included)
Overnight at Hotel.(D)
Day 02:

Kathmandu Sightseeing & Bike Introduction
AM: After breakfast, meet at the lobby and proceed for the sightseeing tour of the ancient Kathmandu city with its many beautiful temples and shopping courtyards. As one crosses from the modern area of New Road into the Durbar Square, the one time Freak Street, one is suddenly in the midst of Kathmandu’s famed medieval architecture. The major tourist attractions on this tour includes a visit to the Hanuman Dhoka (Hanaman ate) which takes its name from the Monkey God, Hanuman from the epic, Ramayana the palace of the Malla Kings located in the Hanuman Dhoka is of the 14th Century and it is still retained as a ceremonial palace of the present Shah dynasty. Important traditional Royal ceremonies including the coronation of the King of Nepal are still conducted at Hanaman Dhoka Palace. Near the Hanaman Dhoka is the house of the Living Goddess Kumari - Kumari Bahal. Two painted stone Lions stand guard at the entrance. Visitors may enter the courtyard to see the Living Goddess but are forbidden to take photographs.

Also visit “Kasthamandap”, a temple built from the wood of a single tree from where Kathmandu city derived its name.

Continue drive to Swayambhunath Stupa - one of the protected monument sites of the Kathmandu Valley. It is situated on the top of the hill lying 4 kilometers west of Kathmandu. More than 2,500 years old, this ancient landmark is connected to the visit of Manjushree who created Kathmandu – a lake then – by draining its waters. The sage saw a celestial lotus in bloom on the top of this hill and sacrificed it. It is an important pilgrimage center as well as the center of art, architecture, religion and culture of Mahayana Buddhism.

The stupa of Swayambhu is a Hemispherical mound of compacted earth, and is built to specific rules, and is replete with symbols. The mound represents the four elements of earth, fire, wind and water. The 13 gilded rings of the spire symbolize the 13 steps of the ladder leading to Nirvana, the final salvation. The shrine is bedecked in colorful prayer flags. The pilgrim’s progress to Swayambhunath’s holy premises is actually through a sylvan path of 365 steps. The entrance is graced by a huge Vajra (Symbol of thunder bolt). Statues of Buddha adorn the four corners of the stupa. Statues of goddess Ganga and Jamuna guard the eternal flame behind it. There is a Tibetan gompa (monastery) and innumerable chaityas (small stupas). The balcony of Swayambhunath is ideal for viewing the entire valley spread out below.

Break for Lunch.  After lunch return back to the hotel.
PM: There will be a briefing about the trip as well as bikes. Later after the briefing the guests can take a trail ride within the city to get familiar with the bikes.

Overnight at the hotel. (B)
Day 03:

Ride to Chitwan (158 kilometers)
After breakfast ride to Royal Chitwan national Park (approx 4-5 hours). On arrival at the entry point, meet resident naturalist and check in at  the wildlife safari camp. In the afternoon go on an Elephant safari in search of the one horned Rhino, the elusive Royal Bengal Tiger and many other animals as deer, wild boars, sloth bear, leopard, etc. and over 450 species of birds.
EVE: Continental or Nepali dinner is served around the campfire in the round house.

Overnight at the Resort.(B,L,D)
Day 04:
Jungle Safari in Chitwan National Park
Early morning the guests are again taken for a 3 hour wildlife safari on an Elephant to view and photograph wildlife from close quarters. The animals are scattered, elusive and mostly reside in the dense grasslands which grow to a height of 20 ft. the only means of penetrating this dense grassland is by elephants.

In late morning visit the Elephant stables where the resident naturalist highlights the life of the beast. This is an interesting hour with the elephants and the guests get the opportunity of participating and witnessing the rare scene of elephants at bath.

PM: Guests are taken for a drive through the jungles comprising of Saal forests and riverine forests and visiting the numerous lakes to view the Mugger crocodiles, water birds and appreciate the flora of the national park. This will be followed by a boat ride on the river to view the endangered fresh water Dolphin, fish eating Gharial Crocodiles and many migrant and resident water birds. After the boat ride meet waiting vehicles for the drive to the resort.

Overnight at the Wildlife Resort. (B,L,D)
Day 05:
Ride to Chitwan / Bhadrapur (140 kilometers approximately) 

After breakfast come to the exit point of the National Park and start the ride to Bhadrapur.

Upon arrival check in at hotel.

Overnight at the Hotel. (B,L,D)
Day 06:
Ride to Bhadrapur  / Darjeeling (155 kilometers approximately)
After breakfast, scenic ride to Kakarbhitta experiencing the Nepalese countryside. Cross the famous Mechi Bridge and head to the border town of Kakarbhitta. After clearing our papers from customs, complete immigration check in and then ride to the Indian Customs, a kilometer away. Here complete Indian customs as well as Immigration and then start the journey ahead    towards the Queen of Hills, leaving the vast concrete jungle of the plain and the scorching heat behind we ride on national highway 51, the first few kilometers we will be riding on a broad plain road till Sukna, then we enter the Mahananda wildlife sanctuary where you can feel a sudden change in climate and the concrete jungle changes into lovely mixed forest. 
The lush green hill and the valley welcomes all the tired souls from the plains. While on the road, a small two meter rail gauge follows you all the way to Darjeeling, and you should be careful on these lines as they criss-cross the winding road, sometimes causing two wheelers to slide.  
On our way to Darjeeling we stop at Kurseong for lunch, a sub district of Darjeeling at an altitude of 1458 meters is a hub of tea estate. After some rest and refreshment, we hit the road, from here it’s only thirty five kilometers ride through beautiful landscape and tea gardens and through small road side settlements until our arrival after three hours ride at Darjeeling, ”The Land of the Thunderbolt”.
“The one land that all men desire to see, and having seen once by even a glimpse would not give that glimpse for the shows of the rest of the world combined” Mark Twain.

Situated at an altitude of 2,134 meters, Darjeeling has been a popular hill station ever since the British established it as a rest and recreation centre for their troops over a hundred and fifty years ago. Blessed with cool climate, it has, perhaps, the most stunning view of the Kanchenjunga range. With about 1,000,000 inhabitants, it has a mixed population of various races and religion living in perfect harmony. This is vividly reflected at the shrine atop Observatory Hill where Hindus and Buddhist pray together. Gorkhas, Tibetan, Lepchas and migrants from the plains have made Darjeeling their home. Though Gorkhali, Hindi and Bengali are widely spoken, almost everyone understands English. 

Upon arrival, check into the hotel.

Afternoon, we take a ride to Tukvar Tea Estate, One of the pioneer tea estates in Darjeeling town. As you know that Darjeeling is famous for its world quality tea production, so we stop here to visit the tea factory and to have a glimpse of how the quality tea leaves are produced, the whole process seems enchanting and remember that it still produces organic and follows the traditional method that has been practiced for centuries. After the visit we ride back to Darjeeling town and the rest of the evening is free to explore the town.

Overnight at Hotel.(B,L,D)
Day 07:
Full day sightseeing in and around Darjeeling
Early morning excursion on motorcycles to Tiger Hill for the Sunrise, the trip to the summit of the hill is through Ghoom, the highest railway station on the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway at the elevation of 7,407 feet from sea level, while the altitude at the top of this hill exceeds that of Ghoom by, 1,100 feet.

Apart from the sunrise, Tiger Hill also offers a magnifique amphitheater view of the entire Himalayan range from the world’s highest Mountains, Mt. Everest , Mt. Makalu, Mt. Lhotse , Mt. Chomolari from the Bhutan Himalayas, last but not the least the mighty Kanchenjunga massif. 
After the Sunrise and the views of the great eastern Himalayas, we then proceed toward Darjeeling. On our way back we stop at the beautiful Yiga Chholing Monastery near Ghoom, which was founded in the year 1850 by a Mongolian Monk, Lama Sherab Gyatsho, one of the unique monasteries in the town for having a fifteen foot high image of Jameyang (Maitreya) , or the Buddha of the future.

Ride back to the Hotel for a breakfast. After a hearty breakfast ride to World Famous Himalayan Mountaineering Institute, a mother board for the Mountaineering School in India was first established in Darjeeling by Late Prime Minister Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru in November1954. Legendary late Tenzing Norgay Sherpa was H.M.I’s first Director of Field Training.
The institute is comprised of a museum on mountain lore, a well equipped school for mountaineers, a hostel for students and a Swiss style house for the Sherpa trainers. A separate Everest Museum tells the story of expeditions to the world’s highest peaks.
The area also comprises one of India’s most highly regarded zoological parks, the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park, named after a former Governor of West Bengal who was the daughter of famous freedom fighter, Mrs. Sarojini Naidu, is home to wildlife rarely seen elsewhere. The park was established in 1958 to study and conserve Himalayan Fauna.
After visiting the park we then ride to the Tibetan Refugee Self Help Centre. Established in 1959 to house refugees from Tibet, it started only with a few helping hands, but these days it provides shelter to the aged in addition to housing an orphanage, a school, a hospital, and monastery has been built for the needs of the community. Various art and craft workshops from wood carving to leather products, and from wool cradling to the authentic Tibetan carpet weaving products are manufactured. There is also a showroom where Tibetan antiques and the finished products from the Centre are sold. In this way these people sustain their livelihood, a small purchase can be a good helping hand for the community. Then return back to the hotel for lunch.

After a good lunch and some rest, board the awaiting vehicle and drive to the Darjeeling Railway Station for a Joy ride in the toy like train. The “Toy Train”- officially known as the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, continues to enliven the town and capture the visitor’s imagination, as it has since it first steamed into Darjeeling Station on 03 July 1881. The D.H.R. has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1999 and it is a must to do thing, while you are in Darjeeling, it’s an experience of a life time. The train takes the visitors from Darjeeling to Ghoom and back, which takes around an hour. There is a museum at Ghoom railway station where one can sneak out to check the history of this little toy like train.

EVE: The afternoon is free to explore the town or relax in the hotel. (One 
can go for a walk to Mall road locally knows as Chowrasta. This is one of the commercial roads of Darjeeling where there are some famous book, card and gift stores along with handcraft and tea shops. Vehicles are not allowed in this area and in the morning and evening one can get magnificent views of the Kanchenjunga / Kanchenzonga range from the 
'back side')
Dinner and overnight at hotel (B,L,D)
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Day 08: 
Darjeeling – Kalimpong – 53 kilometers approximately
After breakfast ride to Kalimpong passing small villages and upon arrival check into the hotel. The ride is for about 2 ½ hours.

Nestled in the foothills of the Himalayas, the town of Kalimpong is situated at an altitude of 1,250 m. The name, Kalimpong, has three different origins. One, it means the place where the local tribesmen gathered to organize field sports, second, it is named after "Kaulim", a fibrous plant found in abundance in this region and thirdly, "The Stockade of the King's Minister" as it was once a bustling town on the trade route to Tibet. The route has long since been closed but it's tranquility and intrinsic charm remain. Owing to it's rich flora, Kalimpong is a blaze of colors throughout the year. The orchids of this region in particular are famous for their infinite variety as well as their delicate lint's.

In 1865 due to disputes between the Bhutanese Monarch and the then, East India British regime of India, there was a war. In this war; “The Duars War” the Bhutanese Monarch fought fiercely but lost to the strong British regime. As a result the Bhutanese were compelled to sign a treaty and in this process they lost significant and important towns of Ambari Falakati, north of Cooch Bihar, the town of Deothang in the east and the territory on the east bank of the Teesta River, including what is now known as the town of Kalimpong. 

PM: Visit Durpin Dara and the new monastery, Zong Dog Parli Fo-Brang and some flower nurseries before lunch and in the afternoon visit the Dr. Grahm’s Homes School and Raja Dorjee Market.

Durpin Dara which means “binoculars” is at an altitude of 1,402 meters and five kilometres away from the town. From here we get breathtaking views of the Himalayas including the whole Chola range of Sikkim and the Jelepa pass. On the northwest we can see the panoramic views of the Kanchenjunga range. On the Southern horizon looms the famous Tiger Hill (Sunrise view point) of Darjeeling and the Tista valley. Down below we see the confluence of the Relli, Riang and Teesta River near the Rambi Bazaar. The fairly new monastery Zong Dog Parli Fo-Brang is located here and is on the verge of being completed.

Continue on to 7th Mile and visit a local nursery specializing in Cactus and other variety of plants like Anthuriums, and Gladioli etc. 

Later return to the Hotel.

The evening is free to walk around the bustling town.

Overnight at the Hotel. (B,L,D)
Day 09: 
Kalimpong - Phuntsholing via the Lava road (185 kilometers approx)
After breakfast ride to Phuentsholing via Lava. It takes about 1½ hours to cover a distance of about 32 kilometers to reach Lava. From here it will take another four hours to reach the Jaigoan, the India side of India-Bhutan boarder. Here we complete the immigration formalities and ride another 10 minutes to enter into destination, Bhutan.

Bhutan a purely Buddhist Himalayan Kingdom is unsurpassed in its scenic majesty and vibrant culture. The kingdom shares with Nepal the worlds greatest concentration of Mountains and living heritage of Buddhism. The fifty minutes flight from Kathmandu to Paro can truly be described as a flight into fantasy. During the flight a first hand close up view of Mt. Everest, Mt. Kanchenjunga and many other famous Peaks become a reality. Bi-weekly flights between these two Kingdoms have made travel easier to the long isolated Dragon Kingdom of Bhutan.

Overnight at the Hotel. (B,L,D)
Day 10:
Phuntsholing – Paro – (200 kilometers approximately)
In the morning do the visa formalities and proceed toward Paro. This day’s journey is to the beautiful valley of Paro where the only Airport of the Kingdom is located. The town of Paro is small with most of the inhabitants living in the beautiful valley that surrounds the town. The valley floor is at its widest in the area nearest to the airport, the town and Paro Dzong. 

Time permitting we will visit The National Museum. 

Overnight at  Paro

Day 11:
Explore Paro valley and ride to Haa Valley via Chelila Pass(115 km approx)
Ride unto Drukgyal Morning Dzong. If you wish, you can hike to Taktsang Monastry, visit Kyichu  Lhakhang  and  National Museum.

After lunch ride to the Chelila pass at 4,000m. This is one of the highest road points in Bhutan,  and you have great views of the Himalayan range. From here ride a further 24 kilometers to Haa Valley. We start the day early for the ride to Haa via Chele-la pass. After riding  4 km. to Bondey village, we take a side road and begin the steep climb up the hillside to Chele-la (3,810m/12,573ft), reaching the pass after a 45km ride upwards through blue pine & rhododendron forest.  On a clear day there is a superb view of Mts. Chomolhari and Jichu Drake from this point, so if the weather is favorable we will stop here briefly to stroll around and enjoy the lovely mountain scenery. Then continue on to Haa (2,670m/8,811ft), descending all the way for another 22km., finally reaching Haa after about an hour’s ride.

Overnight at Haa Valley. (B,L,D)
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Day 12:
Haa Valley sightseeing and ride to Thimpu (109 Kilometers)
After breakfast we visit two famous monasteries, Lhakhang Karpo (White Temple) and Lhakhang Nagpo (Black Temple) The central shrine in Lhakhang Nagpo is said to be almost identical to that of the Jowo temple in Lhasa. Legend has it that local deities assisted in the construction of Lhakhang Karpo. As a result, the place came to be locally known as ‘Hay’ (meaning ‘surprise’) which later became ‘Haa’ due to varying interpretations and pronunciations over time.
The three giant hills looming over the fringes of Haa valley were called ‘Me Rig Puen Sum’ especially after the event of the Lhakhang Karpo construction. Today the three hills are popularly known as ‘RigSum Gonpa signifying three deities, Jambayang, Chana Dorji and Chenrezig (known in Sanskrit as Manjushri, Varjapani and Avalokiteshvara, respectively). These are the three principal bodhisattvas (Buddhas to be) among the thousand future Buddhas to come, and representations of them are to be found in every Lhakhang (temple) and household shrine room.
Later, other Buddhist saints like Guru Rinpoche and ‘Machi Labdorn’ came to this place, Jungney Drag, in Haa and blessed the locality. After Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal unified the country under the Drukpa Kagyupa sect of Mahayana Buddhism in the early 17th century, the chief guardian deity of Haa became Ap Chundu.
We leave for Thimphu in the late afternoon, traveling by the lower road which follows the river and passing two dzongs en route, at Betikha (34km from Haa) and at Dobji (65km from Haa). We reach Thimphu in the evening, and check in at our hotel.
Overnight at Thimpu (B,L,D)
Day 13:
Thimpu Sightseeing (70 Kilometers approximately)
Thimpu is the capital city of Bhutan, and the centre of government, religion and commerce. Thimphu is a lively place, an interesting combination of tradition and modernity. Home to civil servants, expatriates and the monk body, Thimphu maintains a strong national character in its architectural style. 
Visit the Memorial chorten built in the memory of the late King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, Painting School and the Tashichho Dzong 15th century Changangkha monastery, National Library, and view of Tashichodzong.  After lunch visit the Bhutan Hand Made Paper Factory and Bhutan Post Office, stroll down town in the evening. 

Overnight at Thimpu.(B,L,D)
Day 14:
Thimphu - Punakha – Wangdi - Punakha – (125 kilometers approx.)
Ride to Punakha valley over Dochula pass (3,150m) explore some villages around Punakha and Wangdi region. Visit the magnificent Punakha Dzong which is located in between two rivers, the male and female rivers. Punakha Dzong was the winter capital of Bhutan until 1955 when the capital was permanently shifted to Thimphu. It still served as the winter residence for the monk body.
Ride further north of Punakha to see the villages around the area. 
A 45-minute ride from Punakha is Wangduephodrang or Wangdi, as it's more familiarly known. The last town In the West before arriving at the Central region of Bhutan, Wangdi is a typical small Bhutanese town. A bustling market with well-stocked shops and a pretty view over its own valley and Dzong.
We conclude today’s sightseeing with a visit to the Dzong, and then ride back to Punakha and check in at our hotel for the night.
Overnight at Punakha. (B,L,D)
Day 15:
Ride to Paro (Distance 124 kilometers)
En route we visit Semtokha Dzong. This Dzong, built in 1627 by Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal, stands on a low ridge 8km down the valley from Thimphu. The Institute for Language and Cultural Studies is located here. The most noteworthy artistic feature of the Dzong is the series of over 300 finely worked slate carvings behind the prayer wheels in the courtyard.  After lunch at Thimpu, we ride on to Paro and check in at our hotel.
Overnight at the Hotel. (B,L,D)
Day 16:
Paro – Kathmandu 
After breakfast, we are transferred to the airport for departure and return scenic flight to Kathmandu.  Rest of the day is at your leisure to explore/shop/relax in the beautiful city of Kathmandu. A farewell dinner in our honour in one of Kathmandu’s authentic Nepalese restaurants will be hosted by our tour company friends to end this fantastic and memorable once-in-a-lifetime journey.
Overnight at the Hotel. (B)
Day 17:   Kathmandu - Home
After breakfast, transfer to airport for return flight home
*** End of Arrangements***
Cost for The Royal Enfield Bhutan Adventure
Duration : 17 days/16 nights – Kathmandu to Kathmandu via Bhutan
THE COST PER PERSON ON A TWIN SHARING BASIS INCLUDING RETURN FLIGHT FROM PARO TO KATHMANDU WILL BE AUD$7,900.00

THE SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT WILL BE AUD$1,100.00

PLUS RETURN AIRFARES, TAXES, VISAS TO NEPAL & INDIA, TRAVEL INSURANCE, (approx AUD$2,200….to be confirmed)
BASED IN AUSTRALIAN DOLLARS AS AT 31ST NOVEMBER  2009
(Subject to change if the exchange rate falls dramatically before trip payment).
Net cost per person



AU $7,900.00
Single Supplement



AU $1,100.00
The cost includes:
· Arrival transfer in Kathmandu in a non a/c vehicle accompanied by an English-speaking representative.

· 3 Nights in Kathmandu on & Breakfast Basis and inclusive of all taxes.

· All sightseeing as given in the itinerary accompanied by an English-speaking  guide in Kathmandu.

· All monumental entrance fees as applicable for all the sightseeing. 

· Support of non a/c vehicle for the ride from Kathmandu to Chitwan National Park.
· Bhadrapur to Kakarivitta with overnight retention charges as applicable. 

· 2 night / 3 days stay at the Royal Park Hotel or similar at Chitwan National Park                                        with accommodation in lodges / camps inclusive of all meals  

       (dinner + breakfast + lunch), all jungle activities such as elephant safari, canoe rides, 
       jungle drives, escorted nature walks and bird watching excursions, the services of 
       trained naturalists and nature guides, National Park entrance fees, Government taxes 
        such as VAT (Value added tax) and TSC (Tourism service charge).

· 1 Night at Bhadrapur in a hotel on AP Basis (B+L+D) and inclusive of all taxes.

· Support Vehicle for the ride from Bhadrapur to Darjeeling to 
Kalimpong to Phuntsholing via Lava.
· 2 Nights stay at Hotel Viceroy or Similar in Darjeeling with all meals (B+L+D) and 
inclusive of all taxes.

· 1 Night stay in a Tourist Standard Hotel in Kalimpong with all meals (B+L+D) and 
inclusive of all taxes.

· All monumental entrance fees for sightseeing in Darjeeling.

· Permit for Motorcycles in Bhutan.

· Back up vehicle in Bhutan section.

· Bhutan Visa Fees & Tourism Development Fee of US $ 30.00 per person

· 07 Nights in Bhutan inclusive of hotel accommodations (Standard) with all meals 
(B+L+D) and inclusive of all taxes.

· All monumental entrance fees as applicable in Bhutan.

· Hire of Royal Enfield motorcycles for the ride from Kathmandu to India and 
Bhutan for 15 nights.
· Permit, insurance & bank guarantee for bikes payable in Kathmandu of US$ 
265.00 approximately per bike.

· Cost of fuel for Motorcycles for the entire trip

· 1 Road Captain / Tour Leader and Mechanic for the entire trip including 
their daily allowances and accommodations and meals.

· Transfer of Bikes from Paro to Siliguri after the trip.
· Sightseeing guide where applicable.
· Return flight from Paro to Kathmandu.

· Farewell dinner in our honor on last night.

· Last nights accommodation in hotel in Kathmandu.
· Airport transfers on departure.
The cost excludes:
· India visa fee (this, along with Nepal visa will be done in Perth before the trip).
· Meals (Lunch & Dinner) in Kathmandu. (Farewell dinner is provided on last night.)
· Personal insurance and evacuation charge…..this will be done in Perth before traveling.
· Items of a personal nature such as bar bills, alcoholic beverages, bottled drinks and 
mineral water, extra mileage, personal gratuities such as tips to guides, riders and trek 
staff. 
( Please note that our support crew are not very well paid in these parts of the world, but do work very hard to ensure we have a safe and enjoyable experience, so it is customary to “tip” them on completion of the journey. It is optional, but I’m sure you will be happy to chip in at the end……usual amount is only around $5 per day….you’ll decide at the end though).
· Items not mentioned in the above “the cost includes”

· Costs incurred due to natural calamities, strikes, break-downs beyond the control of  Dave & The Himalayan Mountain Guides Expeditions Pty Ltd and its associates.
*Vaccinations are recommended when travelling to third world countries.
*Payment by credit card may attract surcharge
*Dates for flights may vary, but will be confirmed as the trip gets closer...as at 28/11/09, we will be leaving Perth Tuesday 30th March, and arriving back Saturday 17th April 2010.
